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Digital Archivist Jenny Manasco digitizies 
at-risk microfilmed records.  She then 
creates electronic catalog records for the 
digital files. This both preserves the 

content, as 
microfilm 
eventually 
degrades, and 
makes it easier to 
supply content to 
researchers.   

Archivist Jill Sweetapple ensures 
that collections are well-organized 
and that documents can be easily 
found and retrieved.  In some 
cases, repair or conservation work 
is required.  She then inventories 

and creates an 
electronic 
catalog record 
for the collection.    

 We processed 104 
existing collections 
and 63 new 
collections or additions to existing 
collections.  Additionally, we updated 
substantially the New York Baptist City 
Society’s inventory, adding 158 boxes to our 
catalog. 

Our digital program is up and running with 
the purchase of a microfilm scanner. We began 
with at-risk records of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) that had 
been microfilmed prior to 1960 and for which 
the originals were not preserved.  

It’s All Due to Donors:  Here’s what you made 
possible in 2019:   
Thanks to many generous supporters, the 
American Baptist Historical Society made great 
progress in preserving and sharing Baptist 
stories in 2019, as we focused on making 
information about our vast and varied 
collections available to the wider world.   

The first step in sharing Baptist stories is 
making information available about the 
resources we hold. This entails creating 
catalog entries for various collections.  Among 
the hundreds of new entries to our online 
catalog, ArchivesSpace. are the Congregational 
Files, 60 linear feet of materials comprising 
over 2800 records in an ever-growing 
collection that includes both published and 
unpublished church histories and other 
materials related to congregations all over the 
world.  

You can now find in ArchivesSpace entries for 
7200 pamphlets, most of them from the 17th-
19th centuries, including over 1000 pamphlets 
on Baptist theology and practice. The details of 
these volumes were previously only available 
from the card catalog in the our reading room.  

Missionary correspondence from 1812 onward 
belonging to the archives of International 
Ministries (IM) were the first records we’d 
catalogued in ArchivesSpace. In 2019 we 
added additional IM records to the catalog:  
Property records (159 boxes), Pre-World War 
II files (84 boxes), Post-World War II files (140 
boxes), Photograph files (76 boxes), and 
Biographical files (1399 entries).  

(Continued on page 6) 

https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/105
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/105
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/716
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/716
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/repositories/2/resources/695
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&op%5B%5D=&q%5B%5D=International+Ministries&limit=&field%5B%5D=&from_year%5B%5D=&to_year%5B%5D=&commit=Search
https://libraries.mercer.edu/archivesspace/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&op%5B%5D=&q%5B%5D=International+Ministries&limit=&field%5B%5D=&from_year%5B%5D=&to_year%5B%5D=&commit=Search
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Samuel Colgate Donors ($5001+) 

Albert Hall, III 
**Garth and Karen Brokaw 

Helen Barrett Montgomery ($1001-$5000) 
Monica Eppinger 

Priscilla E. Eppinger 
Sybil Eppinger 

**Mitch Homma & Stephanie Stone 
Robert R. Hudson 

Tom & Gail Litwiler 
Yosh and Sue Nakagawa 

Connie Tooze 

Samuel DeWitt Proctor ($501-$1000) 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 

Beverly Davison 
Dr. & Mrs. John Douhan 

Beverly Fink 
**Rev. Dr. William L. & Roberta Frederickson 

**Dr. and Mrs. Everett C. Goodwin 
James & Sandra Napolitan, Ph.D.s 

**Richard V. Swindle 
Joan C. Thatcher 
Reid S. Trulson 

Jitsuo Morikawa ($251-$500) 
**Laura Alden 

Duane & Marcia Binkley 
Cheryl F. Dudley 
**Shirley P. Fair 
**Mark Harden 
E. Glenn Hinson 

Dr. David C. Laubach 
James & Betty Layton 

**Jonathan Malone 
John S. Mayo 

John C. & Dale Murrow 
Eric H. Ohlmann 

Timothy C. Phillips 
Richard V. Pierard 

Roberta L. Stephens 
**Joseph P. & Jane Stoner 

Carolyn W. Sweeney 
Harold and Deborah Van Broekhoven 

Gary & Shirley Wall 
**James O. Wolfe III 

Institutional Supporters 
American Baptist Office of the General Secretary 

American Baptist Home Mission Societies 
American Baptist Men 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries 
International Ministries 

Mercer University 
Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board 

Supporting Congregations 
Baptist Church of West Chester, PA 

Brewster Baptist Church, Brewster, MA 
Canton Community Baptist, Canton, CT 

Central Baptist Church, Wayne, PA 
Central Baptist Church, Media, PA 

Central Baptist Church, Norwich, CT 
First Chinese Baptist Church, San Francisco, CA 

First Baptist Church, Dayton, OH 

Lakeshore Ave Baptist Church, Oakland, CA 
Market Street Baptist Church, Zanesville, OH 

North Shore Baptist Church, Chicago, IL 
Peoples Baptist Church, Boston, MA 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Utica, NY 

Primary Source  
is published quarterly by the  
American Baptist Historical Society  

Priscilla E. Eppinger, Executive Director 
Jill E. Sweetapple, Head of Archives & Special 
Collections 
Jenny L. Manasco, Digital Collections Specialist 
Jan Winfield, Office Manager  
Kay Eland, Financial and Subscription Secretary 
April Williams, Student Assistant 
Website:  www.ABHSarchives.org  

For Research appointments, donations to 
collections, reference desk, general questions:  
(678) 547-6680 or ABHSoffice@ABHSarchives.org 

For ABHS memberships or American Baptist 
Quarterly subscriptions:  (610) 768-2269 or 
Kay.Eland@abc-usa.org 

Postal Address:  ABHS, Mercer University, 3001 
Mercer University Drive, Atlanta, GA  30341 

Location:  2930 Flowers Road South,  
Suite 150, Atlanta, GA 30341 

Annual Fund Donors 
Thank you to all 

whose generosity enables us  
to continue our ministry. 

Giving Circles are named in honor of notable 
Baptist forebears.   

** indicates 2019 member of ABHS Board of Managers 
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Marian Boehr 
Marion Boehr 

Garth Brokaw 
Gary Burton 

Sybil Eppinger  
Dr. Priscilla Eppinger 

Hector M. González 
Joseph Gurrola Meza 

Virginia Holmstrom 
Janet E. B. Williams 

Molly Marshall 
Richard D. Kahoe 

Yosh Nakagawa 
Eric & Virginia Holmstrom 

Eric C. B. Nelson 
Joseph Gurrola Meza 

Marlin D. & Melva M. Farnum 
Donald Nicoll 

Rev. John H. Giffin 
Clement Hoh, M.D. 

Hector J. Gonzalez 
Hector M. & Argentina O. 
Gonzales 

Robert T. Handy 
Steve Handy 

William David Marion Hays 
Barbara Hays Cook 

Linda Hepler 
Dick Hepler 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and all the saints who have 
shone a light for us 
Dr. Monica Eppinger 

Gifts have been given in Memory of: 

Brayton/Rose Family 
Anne S. Franklin 

Marguerite A. Cader 
Christine C. Smith 

Alan Campbell 
Dorothy M. Campbell 

Minna Louise (Bobbie) Cooper 
Nancy Bennett 

Andrew Davison 
Larry L. Greenfield 

Robert J. Emerson 
Marilyn C. Emerson 

Paul Eppinger 
Mrs. Sybil Eppinger  
Dr. Monica Eppinger 

Gifts have been given in Honor of:  

Louise “Lulu” Fleming ($126-$250) 
Wendy Bernhard 

Gary Burton 
Charles & Barbara Chicks 
George and Liz Daniels 
Glen & Bonnie Dappen 

James V. Davison 
Donald & Dorcas Diaz-Shaner 

Dr. Kenneth Dodgson 
Frederick S. Downs 

Marilyn C.  Emerson 
James P. Fairfield 
Anne S. Franklin 

Susan Gillies 

(Continued from page 2 
Hector M. & Argentina O. Gonzalez 

George W. Grisevich 
Steve Handy 

Anne & Richard Harris 
Gayle Foster Lewis 
Richard D. Kahoe 
Mary Day Miller 

Timothy C. Phillips 
Jack C. Preston 

Mary Beth Robertson 
Pat & Ron Schlosser 

Ray Schooler 
Wayne & Irene Shireman 

Dr. Malcolm (Mac) Shotwell 
Dr. Richard & Rev. Carol Visser  

Jitsuo Morikawa 
Yosh and Sue Nakagawa 

Murray & Marjorie Sharp 
James and June Clark 

LaVerne B. Shotwell 
Dr. Malcolm (Mac) Shotwell 

Vergie Gillespie Spiker 
Gayle Foster Lewis 

George Tooze 
James Napolitan 

John H. Townsend 
Lakeshore Ave Baptist Church 

Donald Tubbs 
Rev. Dr. Jackie Sullivan 

Drew and Ruth Varney 
Marc & Harriet Hays 

J. T. & Nellie Proctor & Mildred 
Proctor 
Barbara & Bernie Drake 

Graham Walker 
Jeffery James Damonte, Esq. 
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Post this page on your church’s bulletin board.  When you use information from “From the Archives” 
remember to give credit to the American Baptist Historical Society. 

From the Archives  

*“RG” stands for “Record Group.” 

Baptism in Belgian Congo; Photos from the Charles and 
Viola Smith collection, RG 1558, Box 3 

Highlights of 2019 Donations 
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Thank you, donors to ABHS collections! 
Documentation of ministry takes many forms.  Some are meeting minutes, membership registers, or 
financial records.  Other materials are more personal, like photos and letters.  All show aspects of Baptist 
ministry and mission, and the variety of ways that God continues to work in the world.   
We appreciate those who donated materials last year.   

Bob Secrist: John Davies Rumsey biographical 
materials 

Robert Smith: additions to Charles and Viola 
Smith Collection 

Linda Lea Snyder: Increase Mather’s The Blessed 
Hope, 1701 

Neil Sowards: additions to Erville and Genevieve 
Sowards Collection 

Judy Still: Portrait of Obedience: The Biography of 
Robert F. Ketcham by J. Murray Murdoch 

Reid Trulson: W.O. Lewis sermon notes 
Dan Tuttle: books on missionaries Glen and 

Jeannette Tuttle 
Diane Watson & First Baptist Saratoga Springs, 

NY: papers of George Carpenter  
Rusty (Cecil) Weaver: materials of Lee and Gerald 

Weaver 
Daniel E. Weiss: Valley Forge headquarters 

building cufflinks  
Jeffrey Wilkinson: Walter Rauschenbusch’s 

Prayers for the Social Awakening, 1927 
Peter White: papers of missionary Carolyn Gleich 
Dave and Kathleen Worley: additions to the 

Worley Family Collection 

RG 1634 Glenn Hinson 

Donors of personal papers 
Keith Allen: materials for the Capen family, Carl, 

Louise and Henrietta 
Nancy Bennett:  1948 scrapbook, Vacation church 

school, First Baptist Church, Phoenix, AZ 
Bucknell University: transfer of original records of 

Lewisburg (PA) First Baptist Church  
Dan Buttry: additions to Buttry personal papers 
Debbie Carter: Missionary Alice Pickford (Evans) 

Brockway Collection 
Doris Dickerson: additions for the Dickerson 

Family Collection 
Timothy Fulop: addition to the Robert Fulop 

papers  
Marilyn Grossi: research materials on churches 

and family information 
David Gushee: addition to his personal papers 
Glenn Hinson: personal papers  
Katharine Hsaio: Vincent and Loris Coletta family 

scrapbook and other materials 
Robert Hudson: additions to Robert Hudson 

Collection 
Jim Ketchum: Marcy Avenue Baptist, Brooklyn 

NY record book 
Marcia Klenbort: addition to Frank Cummings 

Collection 
Janet Meleney:  Original photograph of 

missionary Emily H. Payne 
Donna Miller: Photographs of missionaries Rev. 

and Mrs. George J. Geis 
John Whiston: John Frank Smith sermons and 

papers 
Wayne Paulson: biblical commentaries published 

by the American Baptist Publication Society 
Tom Raisner: recording of ‘Millard Fuller on C. 

Jordan speech’; periodicals 
Ginny Rasmussen: James Liddell Phillips 

biography; Rhode Island Baptist pamphlets 
Paul Reeder: Aaron Webber circular letters and 

materials on Chapel cars  
Allyson Reeve: George E. and Anna W. Haynes' 

scrapbook  
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Sending 
anniversary 
certificates and 
shipping displays to 
regional events are 
some of the 
outreach Jan 

Winfield provides.   
ABHS 
provides 
resources for local  
congregations 
and publishes a 
scholarly journal.  

 In 2019 ABHS provided anniversary certificates 
to 57 churches.   

We welcomed 91 researchers on-site, and 42 
people received information through our 
“Research-by-Mail” service.   

ABHS had displays at one national and three 
regional events, including the ABC/USA 
Mission Summit at Virginia Beach.   

(Continued from page 1) 

We are so thankful for supporters of ABHS!  A 
special thanks goes to Mercer University, which 
hosts ABHS, and to American Baptist national 
partners, which provide the bulk of our funding 
in return for our care and keeping of their stories.   

In carrying out our mission we also rely on 
you.  Ultimately it is friends and supporters of 
ABHS who ensure that this ministry of story-
keeping continues.  Some of you support ABHS 
because you find Baptist history intrinsically 
interesting.  Some of you have personal 
connections to collections in the archives, with 
the records of family members (or of you, 
yourself) preserved here.  Some of you have used 
ABHS materials to research the story of a pastor 
or missionary, mission society, congregation, or 
specific event.  Some of you want to make sure 

Overseeing 
budgets, 
recording 
donations, 

preparing newsletters, and 
managing subscriptions are 
all part of necessary 
organizational 
management. 

Research Snapshot—Professor 
Anthea Butler spent several days 
at ABHS looking at the papers of 
Joanna P. Moore, 19th-century 
missionary educator.  Dr. Butler 
is Graduate Chair and Associate 
Professor of Religious Studies 
and Africana Studies at the 
University of Pennsylvania and this year is a 
Presidential Scholar at Yale University.   

that the stories of a particular group of people or 
organization endure.     

Whatever your motivation for supporting 
ABHS, we are grateful.  You make it possible for 
us to preserve the volumes of the Samuel Colgate 
Historical Library, the oldest of which dates from 
the 1528.  You make it possible for us to assist 
congregations in keeping and telling their stories.  
You make it possible for us to welcome 
researchers from around the world as they search 
for information on an amazingly wide variety of 
topics.  You make it possible for us to seek out 
documentation of the ministry of under-
represented communities.  You make it possible 
for us to expand access to all of these stories 
through better cataloging and digitizing.  Thank 
you!  

http://abhsarchives.org/for-churches/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=90JW0xUZsL8
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Yes!  I/We want to join the  
American Baptist Historical Society.   

Please Print 

Name  

Email   

Address   

  

  

Telephone   

Birthdate   

Under what name(s) would you like your 
donation to be acknowledged?  

  

Membership  $  

American Baptist Quarterly subscription:   
$50/annually  $  
Add $75 for postage to Canada, $100 to other 
countries 

Gift to Endowment  $  

Gift to At Your Fingertips  
Campaign  $  

Total enclosed $  

 Make checks payable to ABHS and send to: 
ABHS, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-0851.  
To use a credit card go to our website:  
www.ABHSarchives.org, and select “Give now.” 

ABHS is a 501(c)(3) organization; your 
membership is tax-deductible to the full extent of 
the law.  ABQ subscriptions are not tax-
deductible.     

Membership Circles  
(Memberships are for the  
calendar year) 

Annual Gift 
of 

Ann Hasseltine Judson Circle $1-50 

subscription (digital or print) to Primary Source 

Henry Lyman Morehouse Circle $51-125 

subscription (digital or print) to Primary Source 

participation in “Time Travelers,” reciprocal museum/

archives program http://timetravelers.mohistory.org/ 

Louise “Lulu” Cecilia Fleming 
Circle 

$126-250 

benefits listed above, plus 

1 hour of “Research-by-mail” discounted by 50% 

listing as donor in annual report 

Jitsuo Morikawa Circle $251-500 

benefits listed above, plus 

Baptist history publication  -- potluck! 

pair of tickets to Biennial breakfast 

Samuel DeWitt Proctor Circle $501-1000 

benefits listed above, plus 

subscription to American Baptist Quarterly discounted by 50% 

pair of tickets to an invitation-only dinner prior to annual 

lecture 

Helen Barrett Montgomery Circle $1001-5000 

benefits listed above, plus 

private archives tour (subject to staff availability) 

Samuel Colgate Donors $5001 & above 

benefits listed above, plus 

2 hours free consultation with staff archivist 

Living Heritage Society inclusion in 
estate plan 

your name on a special plaque in ABHS Reading Room 

American Baptist Historical Society membership 
circles are named for some of our significant 
Baptist forebears.   

Join the Historical Society and 
Become a Time Traveler 
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American Baptist Quarterly  
Call for Papers 
ABQ is the peer-reviewed journal of the American Baptist 
Historical Society.  Both established and emerging 
scholars are invited to submit papers written from 
original research.  Articles and essays should be between 
6,000 and 10,000 words.  If you are interested in 
submitting an article for one of the upcoming issues, 
please contact editor Curtis Freeman 
(CFreeman@div.duke.edu) as soon as possible.     

Upcoming Themes Submit by: 

The 1921 Fundamentalist Fight in the 
Northern Baptist Convention  

Mar. 1, 2020 

Christian Responses to Global 
Warming 

April 1, 2020 

The Vocation of Christian Laypeople May 1, 2020 

Seeing the Sacred in a Secular Society June 1, 2020 

Church Anniversaries 
January—March  
We celebrate the faithful ministry of American Baptist 
congregations and their pastors!   

225 Years 
Mariners’ Temple, New York, NY; 

Rev. Dr. Henrietta Carter, senior pastor  

140 Years 
 Milton Baptist Church, Milton, KS; 

Rev. Michael A. Justice, pastor 

125 Years 
 Covenant Baptist Church, West Bloomfield, 

MI; Rev. Jabulani McCalister, pastor  

90 Years 
First Baptist Church of Honolulu, HI; 

Dr. Barry Lovett, pastor 
 

If your church is celebrating a significant anniversary, 
request a certificate from ABHS.   

mailto:CFreeman@div.duke.edu

