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Settling In 
How long did it take you to settle in the last 

time you moved? 

Now imagine 14,000 square feet of space, 

with more than five miles of shelving that 

needs to be labeled, dozens of portraits that 

need to be hung, six offices with their accom-

panying computers, phone systems and fur-

niture that need to be set up, plus a reading 

room with five tables, six display cabinets, 

and a reception desk.  

And don’t forget to imagine the volunteer 

work areas, resource supplies, and the re-

ceiving and processing areas. 

In your new home, it took time to arrange 

things for the best flow, like learning not to 

reach for the drawer on the left that held the 

spatulas in the old kitchen. 

It’s fun. It’s frustrating. It’s hard work. But slowly 

and surely, it all comes together. 

 

Day by Day 

Your ABHS professional staff  (2 ¾ full-time assisted 

by two per diem part-time employees) work every 

day to improve work flow and unpack odds & ends 

(like the special book cradles used to hold fragile, old 

books while researchers read them). Staff are learn-

ing new phone and IT systems and meeting Mercer 

University staff who assist us with cleaning, mainte-

nance, or communications about our new Lunch & 

Learn series. 

Gradually, staff are tackling some of the back-log 

of materials that arrived right before (and right after) 

the move, so new items can move to their proper 

home in one of the collection rooms.  

Staff and board members are reviewing and creat-

ing a new fee structure that better reflects the real 

costs of services and creating cost efficient ways to 

spread the word about Baptist history. They are also 

working to support the History Matters campaign 

and annual fund, so the Historical Society can make 

Baptist history more widely known.  

Staff are also learning how to use the more advanced 

functions of the technology already in place, allowing 

ABHS to communicate better. This February, Betsy Dun-

bar sent our first mass email to our mailing list—a black 

history month bulletin insert based on information from 

an early publication by Illinois Baptists.  

In spite of a staff shortage and travel schedules forcing 

ABHS to be open to researchers on a limited basis, staff 

are handling numerous inquiries and research appoint-

ments with aplomb. 

As Canadian researcher Marilyn Whiteley pours over the journals of mission-
ary Isabel Crawford, the portrait of Free Will Baptist Marilla Marks Hutchins 
Hills (1807-1901) waits to be hung. Once funds are available to purchase 
more shelving for the Reading Room, the University’s maintenance staff will be 
able to install them and hang the portraits. See p 3 for more information. 
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Hajo Frölich, center, from the Free University of Berlin, Germany, 
shares his research at the first ABHS-sponsored Lunch & Learn. 

Taking advantage of a tradition already in place on 

the Atlanta campus of Mercer University, ABHS 

held its first “Lunch & Learn” in January, highlight-

ing a visiting researcher.  

Hajo Frölich traveled to ABHS from the Free Uni-

versity of Berlin, Germany. His research focuses on 

educational reforms during the last years of the Chi-

nese Empire (1900 to 1911) and their impact on both 

native Chinese schools and mission schools in 

Guangdong province. 

The informal session was titled, The Invention of a 

Public Good -- Education in South China, 1900-1911. 

Mr. Frölich described changes and continuities dur-

ing this period, when China began providing public 

education, in addition to private schools like those 

run by missionaries. Discussion followed. 

Lunch & Learn 
  An Easy Way  

    to Share Baptist History 

Besides those interested in Baptist mission, stu-

dents and faculty from Mercer’s English Language 

Institute attended. 

At press time, another Lunch & Learn is scheduled 

in March with Suryasikha Pathak, a Fulbright Fellow 

at the State University of New York at Oswego, dis-

cussing her research on Baptist mission and its im-

pact on women in North East India. 

In Memoriam 

Dr. Robert Handy, noted church historian and be-

loved professor, died on January 8, 2009 in West 

Caldwell, New Jersey, after a long illness. A graduate 

of Colgate Rochester Divinity School and the Univer-

sity of Chicago, Dr. Handy served as a pastor, an 

army chaplain, and later as academic dean at Union 

Theological Seminary in New York City. At Union, 

he was best known for his four decades of teaching 

church history, while at the same time serving his 

local congregation, denomination (American Baptist 

Churches USA), and the scholarly and ecumenical 

community. For many years he served on the Faith 

and Order Commissions of the World and National 

Council of Churches.  

Dr. Handy served as president of the American 

Society for Church History (1959) and of the Ameri-

can Baptist Historical Society (1974-76). He authored 

numerous books and articles, including A Christian 

America: Protestant Hopes and Historical Realities (1971, 

1984) and Undermined Establishment: Church-State Re-

lations in America, 1880-1920 (1991).  

He was preceded in death by his wife Barbara 

Mitchell, and leaves three adult children, Stephen, 

Marilyn, and David. A former student, Dr. David 

Woodyard of Denison University, recalls Dr. Handy 

as a fine teacher and mentor: “No one was more im-

portant than the one in his office at the moment.”  

Upon his retirement, colleagues and former stu-

dents published a festschrift in his honor, Altered Land-

scapes: Christianity in America, 1935-1985. He blessed 

many individuals and institutions with his service. 

His record of scholarship is richly represented on the 

shelves of ABHS, including a personal papers collec-

tion and records donated recently by the family. 

 

Dr. Ella Pearson Mitchell 

The Baptist world lost another leader, the Rev. Dr. Ella 

Pearson Mitchell, on November 19, 2008 in Atlanta. 

Known as the dean of black women preachers, Dr. 

Mitchell broke down many barriers. She was the first 
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female dean of Sisters Chapel, Spelman College, Atlanta, 

GA, and the first woman to preach at Hampton Ministe-

rial Conference. She was the second African American 

woman to graduate from Union Theological Seminary 

(NYC), where she met her life partner and husband, Dr. 

Henry Mitchell. Just months before her death, Union 

Seminary honored both Ella and Henry Mitchell with 

their 2008 Trailblazer Award. 

In addition to active church work and preaching, 

Dr. Mitchell taught religious education at American 

Baptist Seminary of the West (Berkley, CA) and at 

the Samuel Dewitt Proctor School of Theology at 

Virginia Union University (Richmond, VA). Most 

recently she taught at Atlanta’s Interdenominational 

Theological Center, as well as at workshops and 

conventions across the country. 

She edited five volumes of Those Preachin’ Women 

and with her husband, Henry, published their dia-

logical sermons, Fire in the Well, as well as Together 

for Good: Lessons from Fifty-Five Years of Marriage, all 

with Judson Press . 

Pledge Form or  go to www.abhsarchives.org 

THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE 

AMERICAN BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Yes! I/We support History Matters and hereby  

commit a total of $_________ over the next three years  

to the ABHS History Matters Campaign. 

 

Installments of $_______ will be paid: 

� Annually  � Monthly 

� Quarterly  � One time gift 

 

Beginning 2009  

� Giving online at www.abhsarchives.org 

� Charge to my � Visa � MasterCard 

_  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _  -  _  _  _  _   

Exp. Date ____/_____ Security Code _  _  _ 

 

Please Print 
 

Your Name  ___________________________________  

Address  ______________________________________  

City/State/ZIP _________________________________  

Phone _________________________________________  

Email  _________________________________________  

Date  __________________________________________  

� In Honor   � In Memory of 

Name  ________________________________________  

Address (for gift card) ____________________________  

 ______________________________________________  

City/StateZIP __________________________________  

Make checks payable to ABHS—History Matters and 

mail with this form to ABHS, P.O. Box, Valley Forge, PA 

19482-0851. Questions? Call 678/547-6680. 

Place Shelves  
Here 

When settling into a new place, one often finds that a 

few new items are necessary. 

The Historical Society has found it needs more 

shelving in the Reading Room to accommodate the 

general reference materials that were readily available 

in our former locations.  

Four new banks of shelves will cost $8000. If four 

persons, families, or churches would each give $2000 

for one bank of shelving, we would be able to serve 

researchers more efficiently.  

Canadian researchers Marilyn and Hugh Whiteley work in the 
Reading Room, where more shelves are needed for general  
reference materials. 
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Register Today! 

Breakfast with Baptists! 
Enjoy breakfast and celebrate Baptist history on Sun-

day, June 28, at the ABHS Breakfast in Pasadena, CA.  

Held during the American Baptist Biennial Con-

vention, you’ll meet old and new friends, hear about 

the Historical Society, and—quite possibly—learn 

something new about Baptist history. 

This year ABHS will highlight Baptist history on 

the west coast with a panel of lively and knowledge-

able historians.  

To reserve your seat, go to the Biennial Registration 

page at www.abc-usa.org.  

 

Not attending the Biennial? Reserve your seat with ABHS directly by calling Kay at 610/768-2269.  

 

For more details as they become available, go to our website at www.abhsarchives.org and click on Events. 

The last Baptist History Breakfast featured good Southern church 
cooking and stories of Joanna P. Moore, at historic Calvary Baptist 
Church in Washington, D.C. 


