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ABHS Partners with Denison 
The Historical Society is partnering with Denison 
University to bring to light more information 
about Burma missionaries. Archivist Jan Ballard 
will be working with Jonathan 
Moore, Assistant Professor of Reli-
gion at Denison University, and 
Joshua Finnell, Humanities Librari-
an in the William Howard Doane 
Library, who have been awarded 
an Ohio 5 Andrew W. Mellon Digital 

Scholarship: Projects 
& Pedagogy Grant.  
The Historical Soci-
ety will be working 
with the Denison Museum, the 
Center for Burma Studies at 
Northern Illinois University, the 
Yale Divinity Library, and Axis 
Maps, to assist Dr. Moore and 
Mr. Finnell in constructing a digi-

tal, cartographic narrative of American Baptist 
missionary activity throughout Burma in the 19th 

and 20th centuries.  
This pilot project will focus specifically on 

Denison-affiliated missionaries 
such as Ruth Mather, Chester 
Leroy Klein, Gordon Seagrave, 
Lewis Ezra Hicks, and Helen 
Hunt. Digitizing and geo-
locating personal letters, diaries, 
journals, official meeting 
minutes, photographs, and art-
work will allow for a spatial, 
textual and visual analysis of 
evangelical missionary engage-
ment with Burma during the country’s transition 

under British Colonial Rule. In addition, the pro-
ject will invite 21st century students to inhabit 
and study the worldview of 19th century Denison
-affiliated missionaries, transforming Denison 

University’s institutional his-
tory into a robust pedagogi-
cal platform with a multi-
plicity of narratives. 
This past fall, Mr. Finnell 
spent his sabbatical visiting 
the libraries and archives of 
partner institutions, identify-
ing and digitizing important 

missionary letters and documents. Deborah Van 
Broekhoven and Jan Ballard met with Finnell to 
discuss project workflow and identify relevant 
materials in the American Baptist Historical So-
ciety’s collection.   

This spring, Mr. Finnell and Dr. Moore will 
begin building the digital infrastructure of the 
project, working closely with Axis Maps. The 
project team hopes to have a beta version of the 
map publicly available by the end of summer 
2015. To learn more about the grant and receive 
updates:   
http://missionaryburma.wordpress.com 
Twitter: @baptistsinburma 
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